


The best way in which you can reduce your PAT (Portable Appliance Testing) bill is
to implement a simple disposal policy of your redundant electrical goods throughout
your site because a reputable PAT company will want to ensure the safety of all of
your useable equipment across your site. Useable equipment can be defined as any
item which may be plugged into a high-voltage electricity supply.

In our experience, it is the old ‘spare’ appliances which have a greater risk of being
faulty for obvious wear and tear reasons. EMS believes that you should decide
which electrical items are no longer going to be used and discard them appropriately.
By disposing of them, you not only free up valuable storage space but you also
reduce the total number of items tested for safety, thereby reducing your bill
significantly. We realise that disposal can be an issue in today’s environmentally
friendly world and this is why EMS is pleased to be able to recommend
approved environmentally friendly disposal services of all IT and most other
electrical equipment, should you require it.

It is acceptable to label items no longer in use with a ‘DO NOT USE’ sign firmly
fixed to the appliance, the fuse can also be removed to reduce the risks of accidental
use. It is not advisable to cut the plug off as potential for shock from the cut plug is
immense. Imagine if you left the plug lying around and an infant was to pick it up
and insert it into the mains! It does not even bear thinking about!

Tip 1 – Dispose of Unused Electrical Items
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It is generally accepted that brand new items are classed as safe for the first year
of use in a normal working environment (provided they have been installed by
reputable engineers and they have not been damaged in any way).

EMS has a policy to test all new items so as to create an accurate asset register of
your electrical equipment. Many other companies also follow this rule but it is not
necessarily a requirement.

Ensure you liaise with your testing engineer and, if possible, mark the new
equipment by attaching a clearly written label to the appliance prior to the testing
process as this will also reduce your total bill. Please note, however, that sometimes
a new appliance is installed using the old power lead which is not good practice.
It is a good idea to ensure that your installers install the new detachable leads when
fitting new equipment to avoid potential hazards from cable fatigue. If you are in
any doubt about the age of an appliance, we strongly recommend testing.
After all, health and safety are of paramount importance and should always
outweigh monetary issues.

Tip 2 - The Testing of New Items
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Tip 3 – PAT Testing Every Year May Not Be Necessary
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The IEE has set down specific recommendations for the frequency of Portable
Appliance Testing. You may be surprised to know that you may not need all of
your appliances tested every 12 months.

EMS has a standard policy to retest electrical equipment every 12 months.
This is because it is the generally accepted industry standard, and a retest every
12 months will normally keep insurance policies, health & safety policies and any
risk assessments fully valid. Having said this, it is not an absolute requirement and
you should check your company policies and insurance schedules. A two or three
year interval between PAT testing is not uncommon in a low risk office environment.

IEE Recommendations;



*Extra Low-voltage items can also be known as class III appliances.

The IEE (Institute of Electrical Engineers) code of practice for Portable Appliance
Inspection & Testing states: “Class III equipment is equipment in which protection
against electric shock relies on the supply from a separate extra low-voltage source
(SELV), such as an isolating transformer to BS EN 61558.” This basically means that
the extra low-voltage item can not be more dangerous at any time than, for example,
your ipod or a child’s battery-powered toy. In effect, the power supply and its high-
voltage lead do need to be regularly inspected and tested but the extra low-voltage
appliance does not.

EMS strongly advises you to check that extra low-voltage items have
NOT been tested unnecessarily by your service provider.

Unfortunately, certain services and PAT testers do test extra low-voltage equipment
as standard in order to increase their revenue which has no bearing on safety.
EMS will be happy to help you ascertain if you have been a victim of this practice,
just give us a call! EMS is an honest company and our client feedback reflects this,
please check our website for feedback from clients.

Of course, if you want to have all your extra low-voltage equipment formally inspected
and catalogued for any visual signs of damage, or to provide a thorough electrical
appliance audit/asset register then EMS would be happy to perform this along with
your PAT but we won’t do it and charge you without your permission!

Tip 4 – Is Your PAT Provider Testing Extra Low Voltage Items?
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How we can work with you...

We are based in the South East and can provide National support.

A website is great but talking to us is better. We can provide you with a very
competitive pricing and advice for all Electrical Services, but most importantly
we look beyond the first job when it comes to pricing we look at developing
relationships that are mutually rewarding.

Tammie’s a good place to start!

Tammie
Operations Manager

T 01784 420 488
F 01784 420 455
E info@emselectricial.com

Electrical Management Services Ltd
Lowbrook House
117 Feltham Road, Ashford
Middlesex TW15 1AB

www.emselectricial.com

Get in Touch
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Facilities available:

EMERGENCY CALL OUT SERVICE By arrangement

ENGINEERS Minimum qualification – Approved Electrician
all have UKPIA Passport to Safety

IDENTIFICATION WORKWEAR Blue sweatshirts + Company logo
Blue polo shirts + Company logo
Blue overalls + Company logo

SECURITY Identity pass with photograph & signature

PUBLIC LIABILITY £5,000,000 or increased as necessary
to meet contract requirements

AREA OF OPERATION London & South East
Nationwide for major projects &
Electrical Inspection




